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The Vista Grande Subdivision proposal is a request to develop a 93-acre lot into a 24 
lot residential subdivision. The lot is located approximately 1.5 miles east of NM 522, 
on County Road BA-042, within Projected Sections 12 and 13 of T26N, R12E, 
N.M.P.M.. It was reviewed pursuant to the Taos County Subdivision Regulations, and 
the New Mexico Subdivision Act. The developer proposes that water will be supplied 
to this development via shared wells. 

The subdivider's submittal included a geohydrologic report, titled Geohydrology of 
the Vista Grande Subdivision, which was prepared by Glorieta Geoscience in 1999. I 
found that the report did provide the reader with a thorough understanding of the 
ground water resources in the area, and did demonstrate that water was physically 
available for this subdivision. 

According to the geohydrology report, water use is limited to 0.75 acre-feet per year, 
per lot. This does not comply with Section 16.4 of the Taos County Subdivision 
Regulations, which limit water use for this subdivision to 0.50 acre feet per year, per 
lot. State law restricts water use to 3.0 acre feet per well; should the subdivider allow 
the lot owners to consume the full allotment (0.75 acre-feet), they would be perilously 
close to exceeding this. State law further restricts the amount of irrigable area one 
well can serve. There are no restrictions to assure that the lot owners would comply 
with this law. The subdivider should specify water restrictions to ensure that his 
subdivision would not exceed 0.50 acre-feet per year of water consumption. These 
restrictions should be listed in the disclosure statement and the covenants. 

In order to create water restrictions, the subdivider should calculate the maximum 
annual water consumption for this subdivision. Water requirements should be 
separated into indoor and outdoor uses. Restrictions on irrigated area specified in the 
disclosure statement and the covenants should be consistent with the water 
requirement calculations, to ensure that residents will not exceed the amount of water 



that the domestic wells can provide. It is suggested that the developer refer to Office 
of the State Engineer Technical Report No. 48 entitled "Water Conservation and 
Quantification of Water Demands in Subdivisions" (Wilson, 1996) to calculate indoor 
and outdoor water requirements. The developer should also refer to Part 1, of the 
Regulations, which outlines water conservation measures. 

The subdivider should note that the water conservation measures listed in his 
covenants (Article VII) are outdated. They require use of 3.5-gallon per flush toilets, 
3.0-g.p.m. showerheads, and 4.0-g.p.m. faucets. These fixtures are no longer 
available, having been made obsolete by the National Energy Policy Act of 1992. 

It is my opinion that the developer has not provided an adequate water supply plan, 
pursuant to the Taos County Subdivision Regulations. In accordance, a favorable 
opinion should be withheld. 

 


